
4 February 2015

Update 

Following the heavy rains in 
early January 2015, a 
number of districts in 
Malawi have been 
affected by floods and 
displacement. Chikwawa 
was one of the hardest hit 
Districts, with over 50, 000 

people displaced. Those displaced have been living in 
over 21 emergency camps, schools and churches since the 
12th January where they have been struggling with 
accessibility, shelter, food and disease prevention issues. 
Through the Scotland Malawi Partnership and FROM 
Scotland appeals, SCHI has received  £19, 155 (£10, 000 
received from Scottish Government via SMP) from the UK 
and over 2 million Malawi Kwacha in cash as well as 
donations amounting to over 2.5 million Malawi Kwacha 
locally. This has all gone towards 
supporting the flood relief effort in 
Chikwawa District. The generosity of 
the local and international 
community has been overwhelming 
and we cannot thank enough those 
who have provided money and 
goods as well as their time to assist 
with distribution.  

�1

Our thanks go to all those who 
have helped including: Scottish 

Government, FROM Scotland 
and those who have donated 
through them, University of 
Strathclyde (Department of 

Sports and Recreation), Road to 
Relief, Meningitis Research 

Fund/Action Meningitis, Malawi 
Leaders of Learning, Cherish 
International, Rugby Football 

Union of Malawi/Mapeto Tyres, 
Okhai, Percival, Mathias and 

Rippon Families, Lynne Finch, 
Heather Wallace, Fran Smith, Ian 
and Shirley Corrie, Limbe Ladies 
Golf Club, Phoenix International 
Primary School, the MOTH Club 

and many more…………… 

Scotland Chikwawa Health 
Initiative!

Flood Relief Update January 
!
!

4th!March!2014!
!

Mr!Mandala!
Marketing!Manager!
Rab!Processors!Ltd!
PO!Box!5338!
Limbe!
!
!
!
Dear!Mr!Mandala,!
!
F.R.O.M.&SCOTLAND&ORDER&&
AUTHORISATION&LETTER&FOR&OPEN&ARMS&INFANT&HOME&
!
Please!allow!the!holder!of!this!letter,!Mr!Kondwani!Mwanbeye!to!collect!36!x!
25kg!bags!of!likuni!phala!from!the!account!of!Famine!Relief!for!Orphans!in!
Malawi!(FROM)!Scotland!on!the!following!dates:!
!
!
Date!! Quantity!
4th!March!2014! 36!bags!x!25kg!
1st!April!2014! 36!bags!x!25kg!
6th!May!2014! 36!bags!x!25kg!
3rd!June!2014! 36!bags!x!25kg!
1st!July!2014! 36!bags!x!25kg!
5th!August!2014! 36!bags!x!25kg!
! !
!
!
Kind!regards!

!
!
!
!

Tracy!Morse!
!
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Distribution and Oversight 

Initial distribution of 
goods was done within 
the first days of the 
floods, and much of 
the food supplies 
provided at that time 
were channeled 

through the District 
Commissioner with 
oversight from staff of 
the SCHI. Many of these 
items were distributed 
by helicopter to the 
East Bank camps which 
were inaccessible by 
road. Other items 
focused on the hardest hit areas in Ngabu.  

Our second load of 
food relief reached 
Chikwawa on the 27th 
January and was 
distributed by an SCHI 
team over 3 days with 
support from DHO staff 
in the identification and prioritization of victims and 
vulnerable families. This items focused on the camps 
at Medram, Livunzu, Bodza and Mchenga which hold 
974 displaced families (over 2855 people). 

In addition to the food and shelter 
relief, SCHI  is helping address 
outbreaks of diarrhoeal disease, 
scabies, ringworm and eye infections. 
With this in mind, the drugs outlined 
were 
provided 

to the 
District Health Office to 
help with treatment at 
mobile clinics set up in the 
displacement camps. The 
drugs bought by the SCHI 
fund were further 
supplemented with supplies from the Road to Relief.  

�2

How our money has been 
used so far: 
Since 12th January 2015, SCHI 
has been coordinating the 
purchase and delivery of flood 
relief items across Chikwawa 
District. This has been in 
coordination with the District 
Assembly and District Health 
Office to ensure goods are 
going where they most needed 
and to the correct people.  
To date the following has been 
provided: 
• 8400kg of corn soy blend 

(likuni phala)  
• 1000kg of beans	

• 240kg dried fish 
• 2025 kg soy pieces 
• 300 litres of cooking oil 
• 300kg of salt 
• 450 blankets  
• 200 mosquito nets 
• 300kg soap 
• Over 60 litres calamine lotions  
• 75 bottles salicylic acid 
• Over 1000 zinc tablets 
• 2000 cotrimoxazole tablets 
• Over 100 litres benzl 

benzoate 
• Over 5000 griseofulvin tablets 
• Over 6000 antihistamineOver 

3000 sachets of ORS	

Over 10 litres of gentian violet 

• Fuel for cooking 
• Milling of donated maize 
• Various food donations 

including maize flour, sugar, 
tea, dried fish etc. 

• Various donations of plastic 
plates, second hand clothes, 
blankets and tents.
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Next Steps 

The rains are continuing in the Southern Region which are of course affecting the status 
of camps and accessibility in Chikwawa. Although not as extreme as the floods in mid 
January these are hampering efforts of families to return to some level of normality. As 
accessibility increases health staff are discovering more groups of displaced people who 
have received no formal support and are living in the open with little protection from the 
elements and diseases such as malaria. Funds which continue to come through SCHI 
and FROM Scotland are therefore being used on two levels.
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We are hugely indebted to Danny McDonnell, Peter Mchenga (Malawi Scotland Partnership), Rossanie Daudi, Sothin Ziba, 
Scatter Makumbi and Martin Susuwele (SCHI) for all the work they did to ensure that the relief items reached the most needy 

camps.

The Scotland Chikwawa Health Initiative is a 
collaborative project between University of 

Strathclyde, University of Malawi and 
Government of Malawi. Primarily funded by the 

Scottish Government International 
Development Fund the project aims to develop 

Healthy Settings in Target Communities 
www.strath.ac.uk/malawi/projects/

chikwawaproject  

Continued Flood Relief 

Funds are still being used to provide food 
and shelter relief in the form of emergency 
food packs (20kg maize flour, 5kg corn 
soya blend, 50pkts soya pieces, 2 litres of oil 
and 2kg of soap) which cost £20 each and 
provide a family with food for 3 weeks. 
These are also being supplemented with 
blankets, mosquito nets and drugs where 
possible  

Long term support 

Donated funds have also been used for the 
purchase of sweet potato tubers (155, 000) 
and cassava cuttings (52, 500) to help 
families who have lost their crops in the 
flood. These will be replanted in the coming 
weeks where the maize was washed away 
to provide food and cash crops in an 
attempt to alleviate the coming food 
shortage.  

FROM Scotland is a registered charity in the UK 
which supports the feeding and development of 

facilities to help under five children and 
vulnerable communities in Malawi.  !

http://fromscotland.org.uk  
https://www.justgiving.com/from/  

http://fromscotland.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/from/
http://www.strath.ac.uk/malawi/projects/chikwawaproject
http://fromscotland.org.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/from/
http://www.strath.ac.uk/malawi/projects/chikwawaproject

